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HON ROY FREDERICK CLAUGHTON 
Condolence Motion 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [10.02 am] — without notice: I 
move — 

That this house expresses it deep regret at the passing of Hon Roy Claughton, a former member of this 
house, and extends its condolences to his family.  

Roy Claughton was born in Bassendean, the son of a nurseryman–greenkeeper who was also curator for the 
Western Australian Cricket Association. He was educated at Bassendean Primary School and Perth Boys School, 
and later at the University of Western Australia and Claremont Teachers College. He worked as a store hand and 
as an assistant to his father’s business until 1951, when he began a teaching career. Between 1954 and 1967, 
Roy Claughton taught successively at Morawa Primary School, Bridgetown Junior High School, North Perth 
Primary School, Innaloo Primary School, and finally at Mirrabooka Senior High School. In 1966, he joined the 
Australian Labor Party and was selected to contest North Metropolitan Province at the 1968 general election. In 
1969–70 he also served a year on the Perth shire council—the predecessor of the City of Stirling.  

North Metropolitan Province had first been created for the 1965 election, partly replacing the abolished 
Metropolitan Suburban Province, when it was comfortably won by Sir Arthur Griffith, Minister for Mines in the 
Brand government. The incumbent member of the Legislative Council recontesting the seat in 1968 was 
Hon Herb Robinson. The province comprised the seats of Karrinyup, Wembley, Balcatta, Mount Hawthorn and 
Mount Lawley. It had the largest enrolment of all 15 provinces and was won by Roy Claughton for a six-year 
term by only 414 votes out of 59 000. The other seat in the province was consistently held by the Liberal Party, 
and Roy Claughton faced a tough contest at the 1974 election, when enrolment had grown to more than 
84 000 electors. With redistributions occurring every six years, each MLC had to adapt to different boundaries 
when seeking re-election. Even though the Liberal Party won three of the five seats comprising the province, 
Mr Claughton achieved a majority of 1 870 votes in an election when the ALP lost government. However, when 
seeking a third term in 1980, he was defeated by the late Peter Wells by yet another narrow margin of 3 100 
votes. At that time North Metropolitan Province was by far the largest, with an enrolment exceeding 96 000. 
These results all show that he was a conscientious local member in a large and challenging electorate, in an era 
when each member of this house was elected in a single-member contest.  

As a member of the Legislative Council, Roy Claughton served as ALP Whip from 1974 until 1980, and also 
served as a Deputy Chairman of Committees and as a member of the Standing Orders Committee. He chaired the 
arts and media committee of the ALP, and his interest in the arts is shown by his membership of the boards of 
the Western Australian Museum and the Perth Institute of Film and Television between 1971 and 1980.  

Roy Claughton was patron of the Abortion Law Reform Association from 1969, and foundation chair of the 
Family Planning Association in 1971. After leaving Parliament, between 1983 and 1993 he was a member of the 
Lotteries Commission and the Charitable Collections Advisory Committee. He leaves a long record of 
community service, commemorated in part by the Roy Claughton Reserve beside the Swan River in Bayswater.  

I served with Hon Roy Claughton from 1977 to 1980—my first three years in this house. I remember him as a 
member with many strong views and a capacity to make long speeches. This was at a time when our standing 
orders provided for unlimited time for all members’ speeches. In this respect, my memory went back to the 
debate on the Essential Foodstuffs and Commodities Bill, which was debated in the Legislative Council from 
3.17 am to 10.45 am on Wednesday, 4 April 1979. My recollection was that Hon Roy Claughton had spoken at 
great length on that bill, with the intention of delaying its passage until an Industrial Relations Commission 
judgement was delivered that morning; I relayed this recollection to my colleagues this week. Unfortunately, my 
memory was incorrect. The very lengthy speech was actually made by Hon Don Cooley, a fiery ex-union official 
who spoke for just under two hours, thus helping the then opposition achieve its intended outcome. Hon Roy 
Claughton did, however, speak during the Committee of the Whole stage of the bill and argued—very 
persuasively, I might add—that bread, along with eggs and milk, was not an essential foodstuff. Needless to say, 
Hon Roy Claughton was able to revert to his normal speech making by speaking for two and a half hours on the 
Address-in-Reply two weeks later—maybe that was the long speech I remembered.  

On behalf of the government I extend our condolences to Mrs Judy Claughton, to her children, Ruth, Brett, 
Jenny and David, and to their families.  

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [10.07 am]: I rise in support of the 
condolence motion moved by the Leader of the House. Before I begin, I note that Judy, their daughter Jennifer 
and two of Roy’s grandchildren, Catherine and Matthew, are in the President’s gallery today. 
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As we have heard from the Leader of the House, Roy Frederick Claughton was born in 1927 in Bassendean. He 
married Judy in 1955 and they had four children. We have heard that he went to Bassendean Primary School and 
Perth Boys School, completed a Bachelor of Arts at the University of Western Australia and a diploma of 
teaching through Claremont Teachers College, and he taught throughout the state, including at Morawa, 
Bridgetown, North Perth and Innaloo. The last position he held in the teaching profession before his election was 
at Mirrabooka Senior High School. He also served as a Perth shire councillor from 1967 to 1970.  

That was a very active time in Roy’s life because around the same time he became the founding chair of the 
Family Planning Association in 1971, and went on to eventually be made a life member of that organisation. In 
1969 he was the patron of the Abortion Law Reform Association. Whatever members’ views are on that issue—
it is certainly one that has divided the house from time to time—for a man to take those positions back in the late 
1960s and early 1970s actually says a lot, I think, about the man we are talking about today. It was quite 
extraordinary for a man involved in politics at that time to be leading the charge in those particular organisations.  

We have heard that he was elected as the member for North Metropolitan Province in 1968, and he served until 
May 1980. He joined the Labor Party in 1966, and was granted life membership when he left Parliament in 1980. 
During his time in Parliament he took up the issues that he had become involved with in the late 1960s and early 
1970s, and he introduced a private member’s bill to decriminalise abortion in 1972. In the second reading speech 
he made in August of that year he highlighted the criminalisation of women seeking to determine their own 
fertility and the doctors who assisted them. He said at the time — 

The evidence … is that the law creates far greater crimes than it attempts to prevent.  
In his second reading speech he also highlighted the health problems created by the laws of that particular time, 
and he made the point that the more difficult it is to obtain an abortion, the higher the incidence of death and 
morbidity. He produced compelling statistics from a number of jurisdictions to illustrate the scope of the public 
health problem created by our existing law. As we have heard, the bill was eventually defeated in the Legislative 
Council, 18 to 9 votes, with six Labor members voting with the minority. He also, which was unusual for that 
time and would have been controversial, introduced a bill to allow the display of condoms. That bill also was 
defeated. As we heard from the leader, he was well known for delivering arguably the longest speech in a 
WA Parliament—more than nine and a quarter hours prior to the time limit, as we have heard, on parliamentary 
speeches—during debate on an emergency services bill, which he was desperately trying to string out until a 
decision was made at an industrial court. The government disagreed and wanted to push the bill through, so Roy 
Claughton and colleague Don Cooley kept debate on the bill running through an all-night session.  

His parliamentary activities included party Whip from 1974 to 1980; he was the Deputy Chair of Committees 
from 1971 to 1984; he was on the Standing Orders Committee from 1971 to 1974, and for that he has my deepest 
sympathy! He joined the Joint Printing Committee from 1977 to 1980. He also, importantly, was a member of 
the Honorary Royal Commission of Inquiry into the Corridor Plan for Perth 1971 to 1972. We heard from the 
leader that he was an active supporter of the arts, so he was also a board member of the WA Museum from 1974 
to 1978, a board member of the Perth Institute of Film and Television, a member of the Lotteries Commission, a 
member and then the chair of the Charitable Collections Advisory Committee and a member of the Family 
Planning Association of Western Australia.  

He continued in his life after Parliament to be involved in a variety of environmental causes. Even at the end, he 
wanted to serve his community by donating his body to science. Judy told me when I had a chat with her earlier 
that they were quite surprised that UWA was prepared to accept his body; nevertheless, they did. Judy also made 
the point to me this morning that he lived a good life, and that is surely the testament that all of us would want. I 
spoke to a number of former members because I had not had the privilege of meeting Roy and they said he was a 
solid, decent Labor man. His family can be rightly proud of a solid, decent Labor man and our thoughts are with 
them.  
HON WENDY DUNCAN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.12 am]: On behalf of the 
National Party I would like to support the condolence motion and express our regret at the passing of Hon Roy 
Frederick Claughton, who died at home on 26 April 2012 with his family by his side. As we heard from our 
leaders of the government and opposition, he was a highly respected figure who made notable achievements 
throughout his distinguished career. Having completed a Bachelor of Arts degree at the University of Western 
Australia and a Diploma of Teaching at Claremont Teachers College prior to entering Parliament, he taught in 
regional WA at Morawa Primary School and at Bridgetown Junior High School, as well as at other schools.  

We noted in our research that Hon Roy Claughton has gone down in history for the length of a speech he 
made—9.25 hours. That is true dedication to the cause and I find it very hard to get my head around how he 
achieved that. But I am sure other members of the house would like to attempt to break that record!  

In addition to his role as a member of Parliament he served on the Perth Shire Council from 1969 to 1970 and, of 
course, of great interest to us in this house, being well represented by women, is that he was a founder of the 
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Family Planning Association and was involved with a number of highly regarded organisations that took note of 
the needs of women and the challenges of managing family planning and so on. He was also a member of the 
Lotteries Commission, the Charitable Collections Advisory Committee and the board of the Perth Institute of 
Film and Television, as has been mentioned. He was obviously a very progressive thinker and courageous for 
pursuing those issues at a time when they were not flavour of the month. I suppose something all of us as 
members of Parliament need to keep in mind is that there are times when we need to have the courage of our 
convictions and not be swayed by the mood or the opinion of the day. We saw that with the reform of the law 
and the fact that he was patron of the Abortion Law Reform Association of Western Australia. He also dedicated 
a lot of his time in Parliament to issues that resonate today. Apart from the family planning side, he was very 
strong on the issue of quality education and affordable housing as well as the rights of women to work after they 
had married.  
It is interesting to read in Hon Roy Claughton’s inaugural parliamentary address his comment about schools 
when they were first established and the burden on the parents and citizens associations to provide funding for 
necessary additions to schools. By the sound of things, back then, basically, the shell was provided and it was up 
to the P&C to complete the rest. He noted that the cost to provide a reticulation system for the new Karrinyup 
Primary School would cost $6 000, of which the parents and citizens would have to pay $3 000. That might not 
sound like much to honourable members but in the same speech he commented that the price of a block of land 
at that time, because of inflation and other things, had reached the outrageous amount of between $8 000 and 
$10 000. When we think that that was the cost of a block of land and the P&C was expected to raise $3 000, it 
certainly was quite a heavy burden, and he felt that was unreasonable.  
The other idea Hon Roy Claughton mentioned in his inaugural speech, and is probably one we would all support, 
is that recreation grounds associated with schools should be available to the general public after school hours. He 
certainly was well ahead of his time in his thinking.  
My condolences and that of the National Party go to his wife, Judy, to whom he was married for 56 years, and to 
his four children, Ruth, Brett, Jenny and David. He was grandfather to 11 grandchildren and we certainly know 
that Western Australia is a better place for the service of Hon Roy Claughton.  

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [10.16 am]: Briefly, on behalf of the Greens, we support this 
condolence motion. I did not know the honourable member, but from what I have heard today he sounds like a 
good bloke and we should note his passing and express our condolences to the family.  
HON KEN TRAVERS (North Metropolitan) [10.17 am]: I had the fortune to meet Hon Roy Claughton on 
only a couple of occasions. As has already been mentioned to the house this morning, he represented the North 
Metropolitan Province, which would today be part of the North Metropolitan Region, at a time when Karrinyup 
was the northern front of that region. I think we have just heard an explanation of the growth that has gone on in 
that corridor since Hon Roy Claughton was a member of this house. As I say, I met him on only a couple of 
occasions, and I always found him to be a very engaging person and someone prepared to provide advice to 
other members of Parliament.  
I note that the Leader of the House commented on Hon Roy Claughton’s lengthy speeches. It clearly left an 
indelible impression on the Leader of the House because I think on at least two occasions since that time he has 
referred to the speeches by Hon Roy Claughton regarding an emergency services bill. I have to say, one of the 
occasions I had an opportunity to chat with Hon Roy Claughton was in the members’ bar. He talked about how 
the bar used to operate in the old days and that may give some explanation for how those long speeches were 
made in the past. I might one day aspire to speak for nine and a half hours! 
The other occasion on which I clearly recall meeting Hon Roy Claughton was at the time of the passage through 
this house of the Criminal Code Amendment (Abortion) Bill back in 1998. As mentioned previously by Hon Sue 
Ellery, Hon Roy Claughton had introduced similar legislation in 1972. Again, whatever people may think about 
that bill, to take that position was always a very strong and courageous one. It is an issue that creates great — 
Hon Wendy Duncan: Division. 
Hon KEN TRAVERS: — division—maybe; I am not sure that is the right word—in our community. But people 
have very strongly held views about it, and they expressed them to those members. I know that Roy was very 
supportive of Hon Cheryl Davenport when she brought in the bill, and Cheryl made mention of his contribution 
and assistance to her. He took a keen interest. It was in a broader sense that he was involved in the Family 
Planning Association and that he in fact continued to show a keen interest when that bill passed through this 
house. That was one of the occasions on which I had the fortune to meet Hon Roy Claughton. 

Finally, even after he left this house, he was still mentioned in the Hansard, not in this place but the other place, 
in regard to a letter that he had written to the then Attorney General, Cheryl Edwardes, when he was the chair of 
the Charitable Collections Advisory Committee. 
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He was a man who I believe had a full life and made a substantial contribution to the state of Western Australia 
and to the people of the northern suburbs of Perth who deserves to be recognised today with this motion in the 
house. I join in passing on my deepest condolences to Judy and to all of Roy’s family on his passing, and I hope 
they can reflect on the many wonderful things that he contributed to the state of Western Australia. 

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Members, I wish to also add my comments to those of other members 
in honour of Hon Roy Claughton. Roy Claughton served the Legislative Council, and the people of Western 
Australia through the Legislative Council, with distinction from 1968 to 1980. I did not know Hon Roy 
Claughton personally, but in reading about his background, I have a particular interest in his connection with the 
WA Cricket Association. He also had strong links with education and a range of other policy issues, as we have 
heard. He was also involved with many community organisations, which he served with distinction; local 
government; and, of course, this Legislative Council. I do not want to encourage current members to emulate his 
prowess at long speeches, and I certainly do not want to encourage them to try to break his record. However, that 
obviously indicates a strong commitment to causes by Hon Roy Claughton. 

I also extend condolences from all members and staff of the Legislative Council to his wife, daughter and 
grandchildren, who are here today, and all other family members and friends. In putting the motion, I ask 
members to stand in their places to acknowledge the life of Hon Roy Claughton. 

Question passed; members standing. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, members. I would like to indicate that as usual, we will send a copy of the 
Hansard transcript of the condolence motion to Hon Roy Claughton’s family. 
 


